North Hollywood, California

Oakwood Elementary School “PlaySpace”

In 1951, a small group of par-
ents teamed up 1o have a school
constructed that would provide a
warm and welcoming learning
environment for their children,
Oakwood School, a kindergarten
through eighth-grade co-educa-
tional independent day facility,
was the result of this vision,

Separated into two buildings, an
elementary school and a second-
ary school, Oakwood has provid-
ed a wide variety of quality edu-
cational programs to its students
for the past 57 years. However,
the school’s board of trustees
recently determined that while
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project’s developer/construction
manager, The Freeman Group,
Koning Eizenberg implemented its
master plan, which called for a
four-phased replacement of the
campus without interrupting the
school's current enroliment.
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Other unique features of the
project include a geothermal water
source heat pump system, which
was installed for conditioning the
building in the summer and wintef,
and polycarbonate panels, which
maximize daylighting and allow for
welght savings, glare reduction and
flexibility. Acoustic ceiling panels
were installed in the gymnasiurm for
timal sound control:
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and enginears was required to
accomplish the water-tight details
and alleviate any possibility for
water intrusion. “Coordination
with the geothermal grid system
and integration with the water
source heat pumps in the base-
ment was also challenging and
required many custom-built
mechanical fittings,” he said.
Despite the challenges, how-
ever, the team members pulled
together and successfully com-
pleted the project four months
ahead of schedule in January
2007. Sam Anker, COO for
Oakwood School said, “Overall,
the team functioned quite well
and easily overcame differences
and challenges.” m
— Sara E. Teller




